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Gosforth Chess Club Summer Blitz Circuit
The following rules shall govern the 2026 Gosforth Chess Club Summer Blitz Circuit
The 2026 GCC Blitz Circuit shall consist of 5 ECF rated events:
· May 18th
· June 15th
· July 20th
· August 24th
· September 14th
Each event shall be a 7 round, 5min + 5 seconds per move swiss format event. Entries on the night or by emailing enquires@gosforthchessclub.co.uk.  All participants must be registered and paid by before the start of round 1 which will start prompt at 7:15. Any participant who has not arrived on time may be given a half point bye at the tournament directors discretion.
Each event shall consist of 1 large section but there will be nightly prizes for 1st and 2nd in the Open (any player), Major (u1900), Minor (u1600). There will also be 1 x Junior (Under 18 01/05/2025) prize.  If there is a tie for prizes on the night then tie break rules will apply.
Players may not win more than one prize per event.
Eligibility for each section shall be determined based on a players ECF Blitz rating on the 1st day of the month in which the event starts.  If a player does not have an ECF Blitz rating their Rapid then Standard rating will be used. Players with no rating may be given an estimated rating at the tournament director’s discretion.
Each player may request a half point bye in round one of any tournament. 
Each player will be awarded season points for their performance with 25pts for 1st, 24pts for second and so on. Each participant will be given at least 1 point.
At the end of the season, the highest 3 scores from each player will count towards the season champion.  There will be prizes for 1st and 2nd in the Open (any player), Major (u1900), Minor (u1600). There will also be 1 x Junior (Under 18 01/05/2025) prize.  A player’s original Blitz rating from 01/05/2026 will be used to allocate their season playing session, if a player does not have a Blitz rating there first k rating shall be used.
The highest Gosforth Chess Club member will also be awarded the 2026 Gosforth Rapid Play trophy.
The tournament director’s decision will be final in all matters.

